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_ How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publishe'h peace: that bringeth good tidings of good, that publish- 
eth salvation ; that saith Zion, Thy God reigneth LI, 7. 
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FEDERAL JURISDICTION IN THE TERRITORIES. 


Judge Black's argument for Utah before the Judiciary Committee of the 
ay House of atives, February 1, 1883. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 214. 
R. Thaddeus Stevens, the great leader and driver of that day, who ruled 
Congress with a sway that was boundless, thought it best in the begin- 


ning to assure his followers that the Constitution had given to Congress this 
7 — over the Territories. To prove it he showed them the following pro- 
on: 


The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the territory and other property of the United 
States, and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to prejndiee: 
any claims of the United States or of any particular State.” 


That this expressed nothing, and meant nothing, and granted nething to 
except the power tv exercise for the General Government its purely 
proprietary rights over the land and goods it possessed, whether lying within 
the States or outside of them, was so perfectly manifest that Mr. Stevens 
became disgusted with his own argument; he freely expressed his profound 
ntempt for it, and for all who pretended to believe it. Having drawn. 
them into it by his glozing speech, his fierce invective lashed them out again; 
and he 380 chaationt them with the valor of his tongue,” that they feared to- 
speak of scruples aby more. He did not, because he could not, furnish them 
y other pretence to stand upon; and he told them plainly and frankly 
that he would not stultify himself by professing to think his measure con- 
stitutional. This.“ said he, is legislation outside of the Constitution.” 
was „and Congress inaugurated the reign of the thicf and the kid- 
The outrages ppon liberty in Utah are not grounded on the theory which 
Mr. Stevens exploded. It is not now pretended that the forcible rupture of 
private n of ballot boxes, disfranchisement of voters, expulzion 
of territorial officers ure needful rules and regulations for the disposal or use 


property. “The, Edmunds’ bill,” (which could not have been 
OF of thal mame) assumes and expresses the assuniption in 
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gives Congress no jurisdiction or authority to pass them. But it does give 
exactly the same power of legislation over a Stut~ as over a@ Territory. The 
right of freemen to be exempt from the scourge of the central power is, 
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unequivocal words that the United States have exclusive jurisdiction in a 
Territory. This is much worse than the other; it is not merely a false con- 
struction of the Constitution; it is an attempt +o put into the Constitution 
what is not there. 

When a man who knows anything about American institutions asserts that 
the United States have exclusive jurisdiction in a particular place, he means 
to say that the Constitution has given to the Federal Legislature and Ex- 
ecutive the sole authority to make and enforce al laws in all cuses for and 
against all persons in that place. There are places in which this omnipatent 
and exclusive power is given to Congress, but to suy that it extends t» Utah 
or any otber Territory is simply false. Look at the Constitution and see 
for yourselves. Among the enumerated powers of Congress, is this— 


“To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever over such Dis- 


trict (not exceeding ten miles squure) as may by cession of particular States 


and the acceptance of Congress become the seat of Government of the United 


States, and to exercise like authority over ail places purchased by the con- 


sent of the legislature of the Stute in which the same shall be for the erection 
of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other neediul buildings.” 


There is the only grant of exclusive jurisdiction than can be found in the 
instrument. It is plainly intended to and does cover the District of Columbia. 
The authority is granted with equal clearness over the places occupied by 
the forts, arsenals, magazines and dockyards; but does it say that it may 
be exercised in the Territories! No; “itis not so nominated in the bond. 

This is no point of interpretation, strict or loose. Whether the Constitu- 


tion grants or does not grant the power of exclusive legislation over the 


Territories to Congress, is a question of fact to be determined by mere in- 
spection. The ocular proof that no such grant is there cannot be overcome 


or in the slightest degree weakened by any kind of construction, however 


art, much less can the omission be supplied by a bald interpolation. 


If the power is not given to Congress in and by the Consiitution, then 


Congress has it not at all. This is a government of enumerated powers. It 


— 


is of the instrument itself that he not granted ere reserved. 
obody has ever been mad enough to say that such laws as these against 
Utah could be enforced against a State ? Because the Constitution 


therefore, as well secured in one as the other. 
The 


powers not granted to the United States are reserved to the States 


respectively or to the people, and the enumeration of particular rights ex- 


ly retained does not disparage or deny others on which the instrument 


silent. This being the express rule, it will hardly be asserted that the 


wer now in question is not reserved. To whom is it reserved? To the 
tes respectively where there are States, or in a Territory where no State 


government exists, there it is reserved to the people. The reservation is as 


clear and express in oné case as in the other. In both the power of | 


lf-government rests and remains where it was placed by God and nature, 


sines it was not removed by the Constitution and lodged elsewhere. 


similar acts of any other corporation. Suppose the directors of the Illinois 


The General Government is a political corporation, with powers defined in 


its charter. Outside of the charter all its acts are void, as would be the 


t 
„Central Rail Company, out of their pious regard for the moral and 


. statutes? Yet their power to 
yours to do the same thine, 


iritual welfare of Chicago, would J law to reform the licentiousness, 
ces 


imbling, drunkenness and other here supposed to be practiced, im- 
ing penalties of fine, imprisonment and disfranchisement upon all prosti- 
tes and keepers of disorderly houses, would anybody be bound by their 


either for Illinois or Utah. 


them and enforce them would be just as 


— 
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There are other objections to this legislation against Utah. It is not onl 
unconstitutional, but anticonstitutional, It assumes a power not granted, 
and then commands it to be enforced by means flatly prohibited. Let me 
call your special attention to some of them. : 

Trial by jury means by a jury of the country, the peers of tho party, 
selected impurtially from the general ) ge pens pen. so as th represent a fair 
average of the public understanding and moral sense. That is the kind of 
jury. that every man is entitled to have who pleads not guilty, and puts him- 
self on God and the country for trial. That is the meaning of the word jury 
as used in the decrees of Alfred, the statutes of Edward the Confessor, Magna 
Charta, the Petition of Rights, the Bill of Rights, and the American Cousti- 
tution, In that sense it is used by all English-speaking peoples, and with 
that sense uttached to it the institution has been adopted by other nations, 
The right of trial by jury is withheld by the Edmunds law or given ia a 
mutilated form, which makes it hardly better than a military commission, 
„organized to convict.” | 

The body of the population believe as matter of moral and religious seni- 
ment that polygamy is at least so.far right that a law which makes it a penal 
offence is unjust and impolitic. The anti-popular faction, composing about 
one-twentieth, justify their machinations against the others by expressing a 
most violent antipathy to that particular feature of the prevailing ductrine 
which permits of plural marriages. ‘ N 

That is their religion, their politics, their business, their law; they carry it 
into everything ; to them it is piety and patrotism ; it stands in the place of 
faith, hope and charity ; from among them, bardly numerous enough to be 
called a minority; the act of Congress arra that the jury shall be ex- 
clusively made up; the country, the body of people is not to be repre- 
sented at all. 

A juror may be questioned on his oath whether “he believes it right for a 
man to have more than one living and undivorced wife at the same time, or 
to live in the practice of cohabiting with more than one woman.” If he re- 
fuses to answer, or answers in the affirmative, he is conclusively presumed to 
be one of the psople, and must be rejected; but if he replies No,” he has 
spoken the watchword of the inimical faction, and he is admitted, because 
his ascertained „ to the party accused and all his class may be relied 
upon as an element of bis verdict. ; 

All officers concerned in a trial under this law are required to sift out the 
panel, and see that no one gets on who will not jump at every chance of con- 
viction, The summoning clerk must be what is called in Philadelphia a “jury 
fixer; your judges must bring themselves within the old statuts against 
“evil procurers of dozens,” that being the designation of certain persons who 
made it a business and a trade to find twelve men predetermined on a verdict 
desired by the party who employed them. 

An attempt has been made and will be again to justify this unreal mockery 
of a trial by saying that unless you pack the juries you cannot get conv.ctions. 
As matter of fact this may be true. Generally it is vain to hope that a jury 
of the country, representing the popular feeling and sense of right, will carry 
out to its bitter end a law regarded by the mass of the people, whether. rightly 
or.wrongly, as unjnst, oppressive, and cruel That is why we have juries. | 
For that reason trial by jury is the great safeguard of civil . To make 
them efficient to that end they are Judges of the law aa well as the facts, and 
their verdict on both is * y the 2 of: This power they have 
nulliſed tyrannical statutes many times. You t-but remember the 
notable case of Foadeall when the life of English liberty was saved at its 
last gasp by the atubborn refusal of the jury to find a verdict according to tho 
law of. ibel, as down by Lord Mansfield. The sentiments of the people 
were not consulted when you made this law, but you cannot evade their 
j ent upon it when it comes to be execu They were not represent 
in Congress, but they must be represented on the jury. The effort now made 


— 
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to substitute a packed jury for a jury of the country is a very poor attempt to- 
defeat the most sacred right which the Constitution guarantees. I sulemnly~ 
trust that it will turn out as impotent as it is unauthorized. | 

II. The promoters of the law in question, not satisfied with trying their 
viciiinsy by n court and jury N of their enemies, concluded to go a little 
further, and punish them without any trial at all. The frightful penalty of 
disfranchisement is to be visited upon them without conviction. Men were 
directed to be stripped of their citizenship, rendered incapable of voting, ex- 
pelled frow offices to which they had been legally chosen, and deprived of all’ 
right to participate in the government they lived under for crimes of which 
they were never even accused before any legal tribunal. Commissioners are 
app inted to curry tins out, who, reversing the presumption of law and de- 
vidring the whole population to be guilty, proceeded to convict individuals by 
a test oath of their own fabrication. 

The right to do such things as these dees nut depend on the jurisdiction off 
Congress over the Territories. No matter how exclusive your power may be, 
you cannot exercise it in a fushion like that. The Supreme Court deci.jed 
that the State of Missouri could not put such a provision in her constitution. 
It ia a bill of ymins and penalties, or bil of uttainder, which is expressly for- 
bidden by the Constitution. There is no legislative body on this continent 
that has authority by an arbitrary decree to deprive freemeu of their civil: 
rights for offences of which they are not judicially convicted. It is u burning 
shame that such a decree should be found among the acts of Congress. 

It any man thinks that disfranchisement is not punishment, or that the- 
judgment of ati election officer is equivalent to a legal conviction, let him read 
the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States in Cumming's case, 
(4 Wull.,) delivered by Judge Field, or the clear aud unanswerable exposition 
of the subject given by Judge Strong, Huber vs. Reily, (3 Persiier Smith 
If lie des not believe On such authority and such reasoning, lie would not 
believe though one rose from the dead. 

JIL. When I first read this law I did not believe that its supporters reallyy 
wisued it to operate Upon auy but persons who might be legally convicted of 
offences thereufter committed. Tue words are capable of that coustruction, 
aid it is not tui, it ie can be avoided, to suppose that a legislator intends to 
violate the Cuustitation. But tre devaies show that I was mistaken uon 
the matter of fact. ‘ue actual intent was to muke it ex post facto. The 
cummissioners sv understood it, and they were subservient enough to carry it 
out. They gave it a retrouctive vifect, which reached back for a whole geuer- 
ation, und laid its punitive lash not only on men who were never convicted, 
but upon men (and women, tin) who could not be convicted becuuse their 
offences were conduned, because they were protected by the statnte of limita- 
tions, or because they had been already tried and acquitted. Nothing was a 
defence agaiust this iniquitous — which suddenly, without warning or trial, 
reached back like the terrible hind hand of a gorilla and throttled all that it. 
gras An argument certainly cunnot be necessary to prove thut this is an 
Outrage on the Constitution as well as ou the principles uf natural justicr. 

IV. But the pains and penalties of disfrancbisement are to be curried still 
further. By the laws of Utah the right of suffrage belongs to women as well 
as men. It was bestowed upon them formally and rigutſully by the terri- 
torial legislaturs, with the consent of the United States, expressed by the 
governor, who had an absolute veto. There is no kind of doubt about the 
right being legally vested. This is so clear and unquestionable that the 
Federal judges themselves, with every inclination to exclude them from: 
voting, were compelled to decide that it could not be done. Of this acknow- 
ledged right it is now proposed to deprive them by a bill of pains and penal- 
tiss, not grounded upon any pretence of guilt, but coupled with an admission 
that the‘suffering parties are perfectly innocent. S79 

It will hardly be'ptetended that the rights of a woman when once . 


vested are less sacred tliun those of a man, or that he more than slie is 
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tected by the Constitution against the wrath and malicg of political rulers. 
If the male voters of Utah are free men, the females are free women, One 
is no more subject to be disfrauchised by a bill of pains and penalties than 
the other. Can either of them be so treated? 

The right of suffrage is part of a voter’s property. Its value is inestimalle, 
because it is the right preservative of all other rights.. You cannot deprive 
him of it without due process of law. You can as well make a legislative 
decree to take the lands and goods of these men and women in Utah aa take 
the ballot from them. The ballot is especially valuable to them at this mo- 
ment as their only weapon of defence against the enemies who are prowling 
around them to capture their government and use it as an engine to plunder 
and oppress them. The security, not of their liberties only, but of their 
peace, property and lives, depend upon their being able to keep it. The sin 
of these otherwise innocent and virtuou women has consisted solely in voting 
to a honest government against the rapacity aud fraud which seek to 
Overthrow it, 


V. Tho end and object of this whole system of hostile measures against 
Utah seems to be the destruction of the popular rule in that Territory. I 
may be wrung—for I can only reason from the fact that is known to the fact 
that is not known—but I do not think that the promoters of this legis'ation 
area straw how much or how little the Mormons are married. It is not 
their wives, but their property; not beauty, but booty, that they are after. 
I have not much faith in political piety, but I do most devoutly believe in the 
hunger of political adventurers for spoils of every kind. Howelse can you 
account for the struggle they are now making to get possession of all the local 
offices in the Territory, including the treasurer, auditor, and all depositories of 
public money? If they do not want to rob the people, why do they reach 
out their hands for such a grab as this? 6 

If you will look at what is called the Hoar amendment, consider how it 
came to be put into the appropriation bill of last seasion, and reflect upon 
‘the nefarious claim which the governor and his adherents are now making 
under it to despoil the people of the local offices which they alone have the 
right to fill, you will be forced to the eonclusion that the public liberty of no 
people has ever before been so shamelessly assatiited. I do not say that the 
cluim is sustained by the law or that Congress had any intention to authorize 
the robbery, for I am satisfied of the contrary; but the animus of the anti- 
— faction is revealed by the whole transaction in a light that utterly 
credits it, 
Legilly it makes no difference what was the ultimate purpose of those who 
instigated this political enterprise. But will you, as friends of the Consti- 
‘tution—could you, even if you were its enemies—say that Congress has power 
‘to decree the removal of territorial officers, and direct their places to be filled 
by others? Even if you could justify the outrage upon the people of re- 
moving the agents to whom they have entrusted their money and their busi- 
‘ness, and forcing upon them others in whom they have no confidence, what 
45 have you to deprive individuals of their property without due process 
of law? Their offices are property in which, like their goods and lands, th 
‘have a legally vested estate. The Hoar amendment is construed (talsely, 
admit) as authorizing all these offices to be seized, and used as a means of 
forcing the people to maintain their enemies and pay them salaries fur any 
acts of oppression and fraud which they may choose to perpetrate. 


Do not charge me with * che danger to which the Territory will 
be exposed if its government shall be captured by those who are now trying 


to take it. The experience of the whole world in all time shows that the 
want of home rule is the want of everything else that is honest and fair. 
-Rulers forced upon a people are never just. It is as certain as the rising of 
‘tke sun to-morrow that if the people are put under foot they will be trampled 
‘down without mercy, And their total destruction will be accomplisaed very 


| 
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soon. They cannot stand what South Carolina did; there is no “ten years- 
Ol Od sicaling there. 

VL No reasonable man can justify or even excuse such enactments as those 
proposed in the new bill now pending before you, unless it be assumed 
the people of Utah have no rights that a white man is bound to respect. 
It appoints a commission to perform the functions of the legislature and to 
redistrict the Territory. The apparent purpose of this is to gerrymander the 
districts so as to give the minority control of the legislative body. With a 
mujority of nearly twenty to one, the commission will find the way to that 
object so steep and crooked that they scarcely can hope to reach it. But the 
cunning man who drew this bill inserted a provision that the existing 
election districts and apportionments of representation concerning members 
of the legislative assembly are hereby abolished.” There can be no election at 
all for the members of the legislature unless new districts are made by this 
commission. By simply declining to act it can extinguish the territorial legis- 
lature altogether. That was the very trick by which the election of the terri- 
torial officers was defeated last August. The Edmunds’ bill declared that all 
registration and election offices should be vacant until they were filled by. 
pointments of certain commissioners. Those commissioners would not make 
any appointments until after the time for holding the election had passed, 
and so there was no election. To expect that the same game will not be 
played over again requires the charity that believeth all things. This bill 
would put the extinction of the territorial legislature into the power of a 
single member of the commission, for the redistricting is to be done, not by a 
majority, but by all, and a dissent of one would make the action of the 
others inoperative. 

It would be wearisome to say what might be said about those parts of this 
bill which authorizes a person to be kidnapped and held as a witness who has 
not been subpoenaed or notified, its subjection of private papers to unreason- 
able searches and seizures, or the inhuman disregard which it shows of family 
feeling and the sanctities of private life by compelling men and women law- 
9 married to testify against one another. 

VII. These enactments, made and proposed, are in the main a comprehen- 
sive bill of pains and penalties, not against persons guilty or supposed to be 
guilty of polygamy or any other hurtful crime, but against people known and 
acknowledged to be innocent. They are intended to disfranchise whole masses 
of free*persons, reduce them to the condition of slaves, and deprive a com- 
munity of its natural and constitutional right to an honest government of its. 
own. For such a bill there is not only no warrant in the Constitution, but 
it is expressly interdicted. Nor is there any precedent for it except the re- 
construction laws of 1867, and they were admitted to be unconstitutional by 
their author and by the counsel who undertook to defend them, and to my 
certain knowledge they would have been declared void by the Supreme Court 
in the case of McArdle, if we had not been circumvented by an act of Con- 

taking away the jurisdiction. It is true that they were made effeetual, . 

ut it was done b the Fourteenth Amendment. The opponents of free 
government in the South, knowing that Congress had no such power, forcibly 
‘Injected their bill of pains and penalties into the Constitution itself, und there 
it ies now, side by side with the provision which forbids it. But tlie injec- 
tion served only for that occasion; it did not abrogate the prohibition. Bi 
of pains and penalties are as odious as ever. It is the duty of every public 
man and every private citizen to hate such things with all his mind aud heart 
and strength, as I hope you do. 

Coming back to the original and fundamental proposition that you have no 
anthority to legislate about marriage in a Territory, you will what then 
are we to do with polygamy? It is a bad thing and a false religion that allows. 
it. But the people of Utah have as good a right to their false religion as you 
have to your true one. Then you add that it is not a religious error merely, 
but u crime which ought to be extirpated by the sword of the civil magistrate. 


. 
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That is also conceded. But those people have a civil government of their 
own, which is as wrong-headed as their church. Both are free to do evil on 
this and kindred subjects if they please, and they are neither of them answer- 
able to you. That brings you to the end of yonr string. You are compelled 
to treat this offence as you treit others in the States and in the Territories— 
that is, leave it to be dealt with by the powers that are ordained of God or 
by God hinself, who will in due time become the minister of His own 


justice. 


AN ENGLISHMAN’S OPINION OF THE “MORMONS.” 
— 


SERGEANT Ballantyne, the eminent English barrister, has lately been visiting 
Utah, and hus taken care to post himself in regard to the situation of the 
people of that Territory politically, socially and religiously. While on his 
return from Utah he was receut!y interviewed by a reporter for the Tribune, 
— at Denver, Colorado. After severely criticizing the action of the | 
Government in dealing with the Mormons,” he said: 

“The Mormons have good and strong arguments in support of their 
reliui n, practices and organization, to which full heuring should be given 
by those who seek to correct them. They are really accomplishing what the 
people in England aim to do, in fighting what we call the social evil. The 
dixeuses of dissipation and licentious practices are unknown among them. 
They are a clean, pure and healthy community. It is a mistake to hold that 
the faith fosters lust. On the contrary, it is founded ona principle of religion 
which combats lustfulness. A plurality of wives is the primary element of 
the Mormon religion. And the reason in the custom or faith, or whatever 
you choose to term it, is found in the Scriptural advices, which aims to pro- 
tect the wife against the a proaches of the husband after the period of con- 
ception. I have heard this separation of man and wife, after the period 
stated, urged as a decency and as being otherwise beneficial, from the pulpit 
of the High Church of Engiand. The plurality of wives morally saves the 
husband and physically protects the mother. The Mormons adhere strictly 
to this provision of their religion, as drawn from the Bible, and severely 
punish the one who dare’disregurd it.” [A mistake as to the punishment. 
Eb. M.S.) “It is the maint ining bel ef and practice of Mormonism, 
and they universally protect it as such. Then, as the means of peopling a 
new county, polygamy is deserving of commendation and encouragement. 
The increase in population is rapid, and I find there is no deterioration in 
race or decadence in the health or strength of the augmented generation.” 


In auswer to the reporter’s quest on: “Did you find any phase of evil in 
Mormonism !“ Mr. Ballantyne said: 

None that was not counterbalanced by good. I did not investigate to 
any depth the question of imperium in impirio, or separate government 
within the imperial rule, and would not feel secure in expressing an opinion 
on it. It mav be dangerous to some extent, but I could not see that evil had 
resulted in Utah. The fact is, recurring to the subject of polygamous 
repression, I don't believe it was purely the organization of onr national 
1 whe must have known that their determination on the Edmunds 
bill had an unconstitutional result. The opposition to the Mormons, you 
will find, is a religious one, that has taken the form of the historical persecu- 
tion. As in the precedented cases, the persecution will result ultimately in 
an expansi in uf sympathy and an enlargement of the Mormon Church. If 
_ polygumy must be wiped out to satisfy the religious denominations that war 

— it, means other than unconstitutional legislation will have to be 
evised.“ 


| 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


MONDAY, APRIL 9, 1883. 


OUR CHURCH’S BIRTHDAY. 


Firry-THREE years ago, the 6th of the present month, the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized with only six members. How ap- 
parently insignificant its inception ! How great its pretensions ! How violent 
and unremitting the opposition to it! How marvélous its growth! In its 
history are we to look for a record of the direst persecutions suffered by any 
people of modern times for religion’s sake. In the same record also do we 
find the noblest examples of self-denial, of devotion to principle, of love for 
mankind, exhibited since the days of our Savior and his early apostles: 
There, too, do we learn of the greatest sacrifices at the shrine of conscience, 
the martyrdom of the truest and purest of men for their testimony of the 
truth, the sorest privations patiently borne, the greatest dangers braved for 
the sake of peace, the severest test of loyalty to government cheerfully com- 
plied with, and the most wonderful feats of pioneering and colonizing that 
mark the annals of modern history. In that people’s history is the hand of 
God, in guiding and shaping their destiny, as apparent to all who are not 
blinded by prejudice and bigotry, as it was to Belshazzar when he saw it 
write his doom upon the wall of the paluce in Babylon. Under the Lord's 
care the little one has become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation.” 
Gathered from all nations, trained under different customs and traditions, 
and speaking various languages, that people present an anomaly before the 
eyes of the world. Such union of sentiment, such oneness of purpose, such 
fraternal fecling, such purity of character, such zeal for the truth, such love, 
charity, honesty, sobriety and industry combined are to be found nowhere 
else upon the face of the earth. Truly independent in character, as people 
must be who can face the opposition and scorn and ridicule of the world for 
embracing such an unpopular creed, aud who can maintain their convictions 
amidst such maliguing us no other people have suffered in this age, they are 
yet submissive to the will of heaven and follow implicitly their inspired 
leaders. Numerically weak though they be, compared with those who are 
opposed to them, their union and their growing power are feared by the worlds 
and the eyes of all nations are turned upon them. In them are all the 
elements of true greatness. In viewing the picture they present we may well 
excluim What hath God wrought!” After what has been developed in the 
past fifty-three years in the history of that people, what muy we not reason- 
‘ably expect in the future? The fulfillment through them of all the pre- 
dictions ancient and modern relating to the kingdom of Gud in the last days. 
The Almighty has marked out for His saints a glorious destiny, and no power 
on earth can prevent their filling it 
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A DIALOGUE 


Between a young Latter-day Saint Elder and a Resident of England, 
at the latter’s house. 


— 


Eon. Good evening sir. You will perhaps remember that we met a few days since 
“em the train, and thet you invited me te call upon you and continue the conversation 
we then had. . 

Resipent.—Ah, yes; I remember. Please be seated. I was somewhat interested in 

the conversation with you, but I have thought of it since and talked with my minister 
about it, and I find he does not agree with you. 

E.-—Oh, very likely; but as I merely represented to you Bible doctrine, it must be 
the Bible he disagrees with and not me. 

R.—No, I think not; he is an orthodox Christian, and his views accord with the great 
mass of Christians who accept the Bible as their rule of faith; and besides, he is a very 
learned man, who has devoted all his life to the study of theology. A man of that kind 
-certainly ought to understand the meaning of the Scriptures better than either of us, and 
‘I am willing to concede that he does. 

E.—Well, I am not quite ready te make such a concession. I am not aware that 
theological training is necessary to enable a person to understand the Bible or the things 
of God. 

R.—What then do you think necessary ? 

E. — The Spirit of God, as we are plainly told in the 2nd chapter of Ist Corinthians. 

R. I grant that; but why should you think the educated devoid of that Spirit? The 
Savior taught the necessity of instruction or education when he said, Therefore every 
scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an house- 
holder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.” (Matt. xiii. 52.) 

E.—Unto whom was the Savior then talking? 

R.— Unte His disciples. 

E.—Then they were poor, illiterate fishermen, and men from other humble pursuits in 
life. He had been instructing them by parables, and they understood them while the 
learned did not understand. Jesus Himself was unlearned, and yet He caused the people 
to marvel and ask: Whence hath this man this wisdom and these mighty works?” 
(Matt. xiii. 54;) How kneweth this man letters, having never learned!“ (John vii. 15.) 

R.—You surely do not compare our Savior to men. He was the Son of God, and He 
was taught of His Father. 

E .I see no reason, though, why men should not get wisdom from the same source. 
Paul says, God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise 
and the weak things toconfound * * the mighty” (1 Cor. i. 27.) 

R.—But why should a learned man not be ax susceptible of receiving the Spirit of God 
as an unlearned man? 

E. — Because he is too apt to depend upon his learning, and take honor unto himself, 
and God has decreed ‘ that no flesh should glory in his presence.” (1 Cor. i. 29.) 

R. Now it is useless for you to disparage education. How could Paul have expounded 
the Scriptures, accomplished such mighty works, and left those beautiful writings which 
command the admiration of all Christians, if he had not been educated—brought up at 
the feet of Gamaliel ? 

E.—That is rather a bad illustration for you. Paul's learning did not enable him to 
understand the things of God so but what he persecuted the Saints and consented to 
their death in all guod conscience,” and it was not until he received the Spirit of God 
through Ananias laying his hands upon his head, and had been baptized for the remission 
of his sins, that he was enabled to understand the things of God. He had to humble 
himself and comp!y with these ordinances of the Church the same as if he had been the 
most ignorant man, in order to gain salvation. 


* 
7 
* 
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R. -I see you are again harping upon works. That is the point upon which my 
minister disagrees with you. You attach too much importance to works. It detracts 
from the merits of our Savior, who has atoned for all our sina. If righteousness come 
by the law, then is Christ dead in vain.” (Gal. ii 21.) Works are all right as an out 
ward sign of an inward grace, but any man can be saved, “co i a 
if he will only look to the Savior, 

E. I prefer to accept the Bible as it reads rather than the theories of men. it tells 
me that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. vi. 9,) and no 
prophecy of the Scripture is given for private interpretation.” (2 Peter i. 20.) 

R.—But it is you-that is putting private interpretation upon it when you differ from 
all Christians. What do you understand by the saying of Paul to the Galatians. “ by 
the works of the law shall no flesh be justified ”” (Gal. ii. 16.) 

E. —That Paul was writing to a people who paid mere attention to the law of carnal 
commandments given to ancient Israel and the beggarly elements” of a former bondage, 
and to observing ‘‘days and months and times and years” (Gal iv, 10), as the so- called 
„Christians“ do now, than to the Gospel covenant, through which only they could be 
saved. 

R.— What then do you understand by Paul’s words to the Ephesians: ‘‘ By grace are 
ye saved through faith, and not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God! (Eph. ii. 8.) 

E. --That God gave His Son Jesus Christ to save all from the penalty which was 
passed upon mankind through the transgression of our first parents—that all might be 
brought forth from their graves, ‘‘ they that have done geod to the resurrection of life, 
and they that have done evil to the resurrection of damnation.” (John v. 29.) Through 
the grace of God the Gospel, a perfect plan for the salvation of mankind, has been given, 
and if you want to be saved you must work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling.” (Phil. ii. 12.) 

R. But it seems to me rather presumptuous in you to take the liberty of differing from 
Christians generally on these subjects. Even the works they do indulge in, such as 
christening or baptizing, you pronounce fraudulent and unscriptural. 

E,--Yes, and I offered to prove my assertion from the Scriptures. As to being pro- 
sumptuous, I am consoled by the thought that Jesus was so considered by the Pharisees 
in His day. Shall I prove my assertion? 

R.— Yes, proceed. 

E.- First, then, baptism as taught by the Savior and His Apostles was to follow faith 
and repentance—see Mark xvi. 16, Acts ii. 38-—and infants are incapable of exercising 
faith and have nosins to repent of. Next, its form should be by immersion, as you can 
see by turning to Col. ii, 12, Matt. iii. 16, John iii. 5 and 23, Acts viii. 38, 39. Again, 
the object of baptism is the remission of sin, as you will find by referring to Mark i. 4, 
Luke iii. 3, Acts ii. 38, Acts xxii. 16. Finally, baptism is of no avail without the person 
administering it has authority from God—see Acts xix. 1-6—“ for no man taketh this 
honor unto himself, but he that is called of God as was Aaron.” (Heb. v. 4) 

R. And how was Aaron called! 

E. — By revelation from God (Ex. iv. 14-15), and as the . Christian ministers 

have not been called in that way, they have no authority to act. 
ER. - And may I ask who has the authority to act if they have not! 

E. — The Latter-day Saints, a people to whom the Lord has revealed His will in this 
age, and who have received the authority from these who held it in a former dispensation. 

R. Do you mean the Mormons ?”” 

E.—That is what they are mis-called sometimes. 

R.—And are you a “* Mormon” 

E. —If you please to call me that. 

R.—Then I want nothing more to do with you. 

E.—But will you not allow me to explain to you the other principles of the Gospel? 

R.—No sir; I would not believe you if you were an angel from heaven and belonged te 
that sect. 


* 
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E.. Can there any good thing’ come ont of Nazareth 
R. No good thing can come ouf of ‘‘ Mormonism,” at any rate; so I viah you guod 
E.—Good evening, sir. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 
— — 


MeetTinGs of the Manchester Conference were held in the Cleveland Assembly 
Rooms, Manchester, on the 18th of March. The weather was not very pro- 
pitious, but there was a fair attendance of strangers as well as Saints. 

The morning meeting was occunied 15 Traveling Elders J. P. Wood, J. P. 
Holt, Thos. Ozden, Jas. Briggs, E. M. Dugdale, and President B. E. Rich, 
all of the Manchester Conference, in which they reported their labors and the 
condition of the people, and spoke of the principles of the Gospel. | 

During the afternoon meeting Elder George C. Lambert, of the MILLENNIAL 
Star Office, and J. D. Hirst, Traveling Elder from the Nottingham Conference, . 
reasoned at length upon the plan revealed hy the Lord, through which only 
- salvation may be obtained, addressing themselves principally to the strangers 
who were present, 

At the evening meeting President John H. Smith delivered an elaborate 
discourse, replete with timely counsel to the Stints and earnest exhortation to 
the strangers. He was followed by President Ben. E. Rich, who bore a strong 
testimony to the truth of the Gospel. 


— — 


LEEDS CONFERENCE. 
—0 


WE have received from Elder W. F. Smith the minutes of a Conference held 
at Leeds, March 25th, which, for want of sac, we urs obliged to condense, 

There were present on the stand from Utah: Apostle John Henry Smith, 
President of the Enropean Mission; Elder George C. Lambert, of the MIL- 
LENNIAL Star Office; Jon. Wild. President of, and George Brough, Charles 
Lambert, Jumes Wrathall, J. A. Smith, and W. F Smith, Traveling Eviers 
in, the Leeds Conference; Charles Weathertson. President of, and Henry W. 
Manning, Traveling Elder in, the Newcastle Conference. 

At the morning meeting, which commenced at 10.30 a.m., prayer was 
offered by Elder Geo. C. Lambert, after which President Jos. Wild made a 
few remarks, and called upon the Presidents of the various Branches to 
report the condition of their respective wards. Following these the financial 
and statistical reports fur the half year were presented. 

Elders George Brough and J. A. Smith addressed the assembly for a short 
time, relating their experience among the people where they had labored, 
and testifying of their condition and of the truth of the Gospel. 

Benediction by Elder Churles Weatherston. 

On reassembling at 2 p.m., after prayer bv Elder Charles Lambert, the 
Sacrament was administered by Elders Geo. Brough and J. A. Smith; the 
authorities of the Church were presented and unanimously sustained; after 
which Elders W. F. Smith, James Wrathall and Charles Lumbert reported 
their labors, and testitied to the divinity of the work they weie enguged in. 
They were followed by Elders H. W. Manning, Charles Weatherston and 
John H. Smith, who discoursed upon the principles of the Guspel. 

The benediction was pronounced by President J. H. Smith. 

The evening services commenced at 6 p.m. with praver by Elder James 
Wrathall, after which the time was occupied by Elder Geo. C Lambert and 
President J. H. Smith, both of whom spoke at length upon a variety of 
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topics of interest to the strangers as well as tothe Saints who were present. 
Tho closing prayer wus offered by President Joseph Wild. There was a good 
attendance at all of the meetings and an excellent spirit prevailed. 


SAVED AS YOU PLEASE. 
BY WILLIAM JEFFERIES. 


“THE various religions of the sectarian world, in this extraordinary age of 
‘Gospel effulgence, seem to be quite elastic und accommodating. They allow 
men and women to be saved according to their own peculiar notiuns, The 
mode is optional with them, and their very obliging leaders make the path 
of salvation as easy as can be desired by tue most fastidious, by explaining 
away all difficulties, and 3 to non- essentials the real and only prin- 
ciples by which man can regain the presence of his Maker. 
he ordinance of baptism for the remission of sins is a very important one. 
It is as 2 as remission, and without remission of sins who can be 
saved? But this very essential and saving ordinance is declared non-essential 
by some ministers, Othiers leave the matter with their members upon the 
-do-as-you-please principle—if you feel that you ought to be baptized we will 
_ baptize you, otherwise it mukes no difference. Makes no difference! What 
are preachers doing? Does feeble man dare to declare that unnecessary 
which the great Jehovah has made essential to salvation? And who autho- 
rized frail inan to teach the sons and daughters of men that a positive com- 
mand of God is optional with them—that they can and may obey or disobey 
it with impunity? And who authorized the mau-made preachers of the day 
to baptize a person, when option is exercised to be baptized? Surely gross 
darkness enshrouds the minds of hireling priests, and a fearful and awful 
responsibility rests upon them in consequence of their heaven-daring 
assumption 
If u man should believe in the necessity of baptism, the modus operandi is 
an as. you- please one. He can be accommodated to suit bis notion. If he 
chooses immersivn forward, all right; if backward, all right ; if once, twice 
or thrice, either forward or backward, all right; and if he should decline 
immersion, and prefer to have a little water poured or sprinkled on him, 
either will answer the purpose any way tu accommodate you, sir.” And. 
we may as well * here, it does not matter, sir, if you do not observe 
the ordinance at all, as it possesses no virtue or power whatever in the matter 
of remitting your sins.” What presumptuous burlesquing! Here we are 
reminded of a published incident illustrative of this subject, the substance 
-of which we will embody here. < 
A minister who does not believe that immersion is the proper mode of 
baptism, preached on the subject of baptism one evening. During his serinon 
he suid that some believed it necessary to go down into the water and come 
up out of it, to be baptized ; but this he declared to be a fallacy ; “ for,” says 
he, “the preposition into does not mean into at all times. Moses, we are 
told, went 2 the mountain, and the Savior was taken up into a high 
mountain. Now we do not suppose that either went into a mounain, but 
unto it. So with going into the water; it means simply going down close by 
or near to the water, and being baptized in the ordinary way —by sprinkling 
or pouring.“ How nice! How easy! And how very accommodating to the 
lovers of ease, and those who “ love a lie!“ Quite a number of the favored 
flock arose and testified that they were very glad indeed to be present on 
such n glorious oceasion, when such an important truth had been so clearly 
' enunciated, and they bore testimony also us to the soundness of the excellent 
sermon they had just heard. After which a gentleman, who was a stranger 
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to the shepherd and his flock, took the liberty of testifying that he was 

leased to be present at the meeting, for some things had been explained to 

is satisfaction which heretofore he could not really believe. Said he, sub- 
stantially, “we read, Mr. Preacher, thut Daniel was cast into the den of lions 
and came out alive. Now, I never could believe that, for the lions would 
tear him to pieces and eat him up; but now it is very clear to my mind. He- 
wus just close by or near to, and was not cast into the den at all. Ob, I am 
so glad I was here to-night.” 

Again, we read that the Hebrew children were cast into a fiery furnace, 
and that always appeared to me to be a big story, for they would have been 
burnt up; but that also is very clear to my mind now, tor they were only 
cast near by ur close to the extra-heated furnace. Oh, I am so glad I was. 
here to-night. 

* Aud then, Mr. Preacher, it is said that Jonah was cast into the sea, and 
taken into the whale’s belly. Now, I never could believe that. It always 
seemed to ine to he a big fish story, but it is plain to my mind now. He was 
not taken into the whale’s belly at all, but just jumped on his back and rode 
ashore. Oh, Tam so glad I was here to-night. ; | 

And now, Mr. Preacher, if you will just explain two more passages of 
Scripture to me, I shall ulwuys be glad I was here to-night. Scripture says. 
that the wicked shall be cast into a lake that burns with fire and brimstone, 
Now, shall I be cast into that luke if lam wicked, or only close to or near by, 
just close enough to be comfortable! I hope you will tell me that I shall be 
cast just close by and not into it! Scripture also says, ‘ blessed ure they who 
do these commandments, that they may have a right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city.“ And now, Mr. Preacher, if I 
do the commandments of shall I have the privilege to ‘enter in through 
the gates into the city,’ or shall I only have the privilege of going near by or 
close to the city, and taking a luok at it from a distance?” 

‘And thus endeth the report of this interesting meeting. The minister's 
answer to the pertinent enquiries of the peculiar stranger would have been 
edifying, no doubt, but we have never learned what it was, and, therefore, 
cannot favor our readers with it. | * 

Now, has man any right to modify or W the plan of salvation to suit 
the whims of mortals! Not the least. as God the right to modify or 
change it? If anyone has, certainly He has, but He changeth not. He is 
governed by law, and He saves His children according to law; and where is 
the proof that He ever presumed tu change the eternal and unchangeable plan 
of human redemption ? 

“ Without faith it is impossible to please God?’ And will He save those 
who displease Him? “ Repent, or ye shall all likewise perish.” Now, will 
the Lord save any unrepentant sinner? Except a man is born of water and 
of the spirit he cannot euter into the kingdom of God.” Who can be saved 
without such entrance? Jesus realized the necessity of the birth of water, 
hence hie demanded baptism by immersion at the hands of John, in order 
that He, the righteous, may fulfill all righteousness. “Repent and be bap- 
tizdd every une uf you for the remission of your sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, for the promise is unto you and your children, and to 
all that are afar of, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.“ kas 

The ancient Apostles preached faith iu God and in His Son Jesus Christ; 
Nin or ceusing to do evil; baptism by immersion by one autho- 
rized ot the Lord to administer the ordinance, for the remission of sins; the 


imparting of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands of one or more 
possessed of divine authority to do so. These were initiatory principles. 
And Paul thus wrote to the ancient churches of Galatia: “Bat though ve, 
or an gel {rom heaven, premeh any other Gospel unto you than that which 
wé have proivhed unte you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say 1 
now again: if anyother mon preach any other Gospel unto you than that ye 
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These are a few quotations which all Bible believers should believe and 
receive with all their hearts. But they do not indicate any change in the 
everlasting, unchangeable Gospel of salvation. Neither do they encourage 
the idea of there being any modification allowed to suit the whims or notions 


of rich or poor, literate or illiterate, of any age or clime, And again we ask 


the question: Where is the proof that the Lord ever attempted to change the 
plan of sa!vation tosuit any one? And we will ask further: Where is the 
authori'y He ever gave to man to make the least change or the slightest 
mo lification in any principle ur ordinance He ever reveaſe i fur the salvation 
of our race? Such authority esnnot be found. It never emanated from 
Heaven. It will never be given dy God to man. Those’ who change or 
mo lify do so without authority. Tney have no author ty from God to do 
that or anything else. They are measurably ignorant of the true plan of 
salv ition. Their wisdom is departing from them The darkness of hell is 
filling their minds. They refuse the light of heaven to dispel this darkness. 
Their master blinds their eyes, and they are willing ta be thus |linded. 
Ligut has come into the wor'd, and they reject it. They prefer to remain 
in biinduess, and to be blind leaders of the blind, and the ditch is ahead into 
which they will fall, unless they repent and turn to God. Their well-meant 
labors in ignorance of right, though contrary to law, the Lord will wink at, 
but liaht has come into the world, and with it condemnation for rejecting it. 
The mevsage of salvation which the Lord revealed r the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, and which is continued through the faithful Elders of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, is to all men, high and low, 
rich and poor, priest and people. There is no accommodation in it especially 
for the rich that does not extend to the poor. No man is authorized to 
chauge it. Let him who dares to attempt any change or modification, bo- 
wars! It must be taught and received aright. It is free to all. It is pure 
in al its parts as God is pure. The power of God attends the preaching, the 
belisving, the obeying and the 2 of it; and it attends the rejection of i 
as all der pisers and rejectors of it will find to their sorruw. Therefore, let 

be careful. Let every honest soul who will, read about it, hear about it, 
think a out it, pray about it, obey it and live it; and the testimony and the 
gifts and blessings of the Holy Ghost will be given unto all who thus act in 
all humility and sincerity and honesty of 3 before the Lord. Their 
peace wil flow as a river. Their joy will be full. They will enjoy the spirit 
of inspiration, and by it they will know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
Goa, or whether the Elders of Israel speak of themselves, and they will 
testify tu all the world that it is of God. | N 


UTAH NEWS. 
—o—— | 
There is no need of importing lead piping to Utah from the east hereafter, 
as it is being made at the Germania Lead Works on South Cottonwood. 


We learn from the Wews that the vicinity of the Denver and Rio Grande 
Railroad depot in Salt Lake city now presents a busy scene. Stores, boarding 
houses, and tenements are going up there like magic, and in all probability 


that will soon be an important part of the city. 

The residence of Elder Henry G. Boyle, of Pa was recently destro 
by fire, the loss amounting $1,000. Measures were 
adopted by the kind-hearted neighbors to make Brother Boyle’s loss good, 
by a generous subscription. * 

Potatoes are a drug in the Salt Lake market at twenty-five cents per bushel. 
The people have gone to the extreme in the raising of potatoes, hence the low 
pre It is h that the increased railroad facilities will hereafter enable 

tah farmers to find better paying markets for their products. 


* 
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A firm with the title of Armstrong and Co., and composed of Francis 
Armstrong, Elias Morris, George H. Taylor, and George Romney, have 
commenced the erection of a large flouring mill in Salt Lake city near the 
mouth of City Creek Canyon, It is to be run by steain, and will be capable 
of turning out 250 sacks of the finest flour every twenty four hours. The 
machinery which is being purchased for it is of the very latest improved 
pattern. 

One of Utah’s would-be reformers, an adventurer by the name of Hill, of 
whose antecedents nothing is known, settled down in Salt Lake City a few 
years ago, and soon got into the good graces of a certain Widow Thurston, 
whose husband, a faithful Latter day Saint, had accumulated a considerable 
amount of property during his lifetime. The result of the ucquaintanve was 
that the widow threw aside all religious restraints, and disregarded the in- 
junction of Paul: “ Be ye not — yoked together with uubelievers : for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what commu- 
nion hath light with darkness?” In fact, she was married to Mr. Hill. And 
thus en:jeth the first chapter. As the sequel will show, the smiling, smooth- 
tongued wooer proved rather a rough Hill for the widow. Late advices 
from Salt Lake say that he has left for parts unknown with ten thousand 
dollars of his wifes money, leaving her to ponder at leisure on the result of 
her misplaced confidence. 


A CarsonirgRous Reaion.—The coal deposits in the Eastern counties of 
Utah, particularly in Emery County, are among the most extensive to be 
found in the world. The quality of the coal is also most excellent. The 
. is a — — recently published in tlie Desert News of the coal- 
bed at Cottonwood Canyon, ten miles east of Castle Dale :— 

“There are 16 — altogether. The largest vein is 25 feet thick, of 
the finest quality of bituminous coal, which cokes without any trouble in the 
open fireplace, This vein has two tunnels ; one is in 55 feet, the other 50 feet. 
Bath are well tim 7 feet high, and are in splendid condition for working 
a large force of men when necessary. There are two other openings on the 
same vein, known as air courses, which show an excellent quality of cokin 
coal. There is another vein about 4 feet thick, of superior coal. It is as ha 
as rock, and does not black a person handling it as, other coal does. The 
blacksmiths in this vicinity pronounce it the best coal they ever used without 
exception. 

4 There is still another vein of shale and black jet coal together, 17 feet of 
shale and 3 feet of black jet, and of the very best quality. The black jet 
article can be — with a match. The parties who are opening it up have 
one tunnel in the shale and jet coal 30 feet, and have also sunk a shaft in the 
bottom of the canyon through dirt and rock a deptb of 16 feet, and struck 
the same vein of shale and coal close tothe wagon road. To give you an idea 
of the amount of petroleum in this coal it need only be said, you can put on 
a fire of either of the coals.and the oil will drip out of it, showing the quality 


„These beds of coal are located in plenty of timber in all directions for 
mining purposes. I understand the parties owning these mines are intending 
to ship a ton of this cual to Salt Lake in a few days for the purpose of havin 
& test made of it. It is claimed to be the best 22 in the Unit 

Capital is required to operate the discovery, but much credit is due 
to those who have es Spence the beds, especially the discoverer, 
Géorge Matthias Makin, an old English coal miner, who thoroughly under- 
stands his work. He has sold considerable coal to residents, and it has given 
entire satisfaction. 
— very is evidently one of the most important in its line ever made 
in Uta 


When you fret and fame at the petty ills of life, remember that the wheels 
which go round without ereaking fest longest. | 


| 


